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BOTTISHAM 
VILLAGE FAYRE
Saturday 9th June - Opening at 2.00pm

at Bottisham Primary School Field

Bring the Family for a great day’s entertainment
to include

The Devil’s Dyke Morris Men and The Panic Steel Band • 
‘Sponsored Horse Racing’ - with PRIZES!! • Best Decorated Bicycle
Competition with Prizes ** • Tombola and Lucky Dip, Games Stalls •
Bouncy Castle and Face Painting • Barbeque, Bar and Cream Teas •

Bowling - Target and Carpet • Archery - come and try! • 
Bottisham Airfield Exhibition and LOTS more beside

We hope to have both East Anglian Air Ambulance and
Cambridgeshire Fire and Rescue Service represented

This is an event for Families and the whole village
Come and have a great time with your family and friends

Put it in your diary now!

To take part please email:  - mrandjw@btinternet.com
or to reserve a pitch for your stall or activity email: - hewson2@sky.com
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Ne’er cast a cloot till May is oot. 
As yet nobody has been able to confirm absolutely whether that refers

to the May blossom, or the month of May. It seemed for a while that
neither was relevant this year and it would be the end of June before we
would see the spring. However the seasons do process and nature has a
way of compensating when it needs to. Perhaps we might get a decent
summer this year. It would make a change.

Never mind the A14 roadworks at Barr Hill holding the traffic up for years, we have our own
ongoing roadworks on the A1303 – 3 to 4 months of temporary traffic lights and diversions.
Not sure what they are doing, but let’s hope it includes resurfacing some of the stretches of
roads that have started to look like the surface of the moon, so full of craters. Bell road gets the
occasional patch, but they are so badly done, that they just break up again. The hole beside the
speed bumps will take somebody’s sump away soon. (Unless it has been patched AGAIN!)

Grump No. 2 now. I am constantly seeing, both in the press, and on the TV these days,
news that just does not seem to ring true. Journalists nowadays seem to be as keen to put
themselves in the news picture as they are at reporting the facts,

It used to be a jokey comment that “don’t let the truth get in the way of a good story”,
but nowadays one starts to doubt the joke. I’m afraid I have become very cynical about
journalists and the media. 

All I can say is that, as with any ‘news’ or ‘revelations’ these days, you have to look at
who is doing the talking and consider what they might have to gain or have a hidden agenda
before making judgments.
Closer to home now.
You will see in the PC notes and planning notes several applications including one for 7

houses beside ‘First Copy’ (The old White Swan Pub). Recently we have seen ECDC
finalise the ‘Local plan’ for future development, which in Bottisham identified an area of
potential future  housing development and one of commercial development. These are
known and identified in the plan.  It also recognized that there could also be individual plots
to develop outwith those areas identified. I like most people see those as the occasional
single house built in what is sometimes referred to as infill.

What I don’t expect to see is the development of those small infill back garden plots
cramming as many houses in as the developers can get away with. Small estates start to
appear up and down the village. Like the police station site. Church Farm and now the old
Swan site. Not one or two houses, but 20 odd houses and flats.

The infrastructure of this village is being stretched at every turn. Housing growth, 50%
growth in pupil numbers at the college and expansion of the primary school, all put more
pressure on our roads, sewers and services and there must be a limit.

Don’t blame our Parish Council. They do a good job at highlighting to the decision
makers the issues that affect us, and objecting to the wrongs, but it is frustrating that the
decisions that are taken, are taken by people who often are not affected in any way by the
impact of the results of those decisions.

Oh dear, I might have slipped another grump in there!
(continued on page 2.)
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(continued from page 1.)

May Day Morris Dance Tuesday 1 May: 5am-6am The Devil’s Dyke Morris Men
perform a traditional English folk dance in the same beautiful spot in Cambridge on May
Day each year. If you have never been before, we highly recommend it. Greet the
summer sun rising over the Wandlebury woodlands, Free event, no need to book.
Refreshments to buy on the day. Meet on the picnic field at Wandlebury Park, dancing
starts at 5.29am. Donations welcome.

Wild Flowers in Spring Tuesday 8 May: 10.30am-12.30pm Enjoy a gentle walk around
the woods and meadows of Wandlebury with one of the wardens who will help you
identify the delicate, resident wild flowers. Free no need to book - donations welcome.
Meet at the notice board next to the car park.

Bourn Windmill Open Day and Teas - National Mills Weekend Sunday 13 May: 2-4pm
Come and see inside one of the oldest mills in the country, set in beautiful scenery near
Bourn village. Guides will show you how the mill works and tell you the history of this
incredible building. Not only can you see inside, you can also have a go at the task of
turning the whole mill on its post – an amazing sight. Teas and cakes available. No need
to book. CambridgePPF members free, non members £3 adult, £1 child. Off Caxton
Road, Bourn CB23 2SU. 

Hinxton Watermill Open Day - National Mills Weekend Sunday 13 May: 2.30-5.30pm
Drop in and explore this impressive 17th century working watermill, built on a site
dating back to the Domesday Book. Run by volunteer guides who will show you how
the mill works and tell you the history of this incredible building. Walks along the river.
Children can take part in the ‘Where’s Ratty’ competition! CambridgePPF members can
visit for free. For non-members entry is £3 adults, £1 children. No need to book. Mill
Lane, Hinxton CB10 1RD 

Theatre at the Leper Chapel: The Demon Lover Saturday 19 May: 8pm Storytelling
and drama performed by in situ, £12 (£10 concessions), www.insitu.co.uk or on the night
from 7.30pm. Barnwell Junction on Newmarket Road, Cambridge, CB5 8JJ – opposite
Cambridge United. No parking or facilities at the chapel itself. 

Cambridge, Past, Present & Future
-  A colourful month of activities 

Lots to read about this month with contributions from all the regulars and amusing ones
at that. 

Jolley Old World owns up to having a joke on all of us last month (April 1st ?). If you
did read it and saw through it, then well done. If you were taken in, then join the club. If
you didn’t read it then it is worth digging it out. There seem to be so many crazy daft things
happening these days that we might well not be surprised at what gets proposed as progress.

Don’t miss the opportunity to go along to the annual parish meeting on Wednesday 9th
May and have your say on what is relevant to us all in the village. 

Enjoy this month’s magazine and let’s hope the weather becomes more seasonal than it
has recently. Peter Walker
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Wandlebury Orchard Walk Wednesday 23 May: 2pm-3pm Join one of our wardens for
a relaxing afternoon stroll around the traditional orchard at Wandlebury Country Park.
free event no need to book – donations are welcome. Meet at the notice board next to
the car park. 

Half-Term Events for Children with Vital Spark - all at Stable Rooms, Wandlebury.
‘If You Go Down to the Woods Adventure’- Accompanied Children Tues 29 May:
10.30-12pm Outdoor adventure combines fairy-tale favourites that brings imagination
to life through drama, craft and storytelling. Booking essential, ages 2-6 years,
accompanied by adult. £10 per child (younger siblings welcome, under 2s are free).
Includes a snack, dress for outside. 

Nature Puppets and Puppetry with Vital Spark - Unaccompanied Children Tues 29
May: 12-4pm Half-day workshop create characters and bring them to life through
puppetry. Make and perform in their own puppet theatre. Booking essential. For
unaccompanied children aged 6-11 years. £25 (£5 off for accompanying siblings).
Includes a snack, dress for outside. 

Wild Bedtime Stories with Vital Spark Friday 1 June: 5pm to 6.30pm Come and enjoy
some bedtime stories in a beautiful outdoor setting at Wandlebury Country Park. Wear
your pjs, dressing gowns, onesies (and probably wellies!), bring your favourite teddy if
you wish. Booking essential. Children must be accompanied. £6 per child, includes hot
chocolate (please bring a reusable cup to help cut down on waste if you can).For more
information and booking: email Katherine@vitalsparktheatre.org

Directions: Wandlebury Country Park is on the A1307, 2.5km south of the Addenbrooke’s
roundabout. CB22 3AE. Parking is available on site and costs £3 per vehicle, members free.
For more information: email bookings@cambridgeppf.org, call 01223 243830 extension 207 or visit

www.cambridgeppf.org/whats-on



Services in Holy Trinity Bottisham in May
Wednesday 2nd 8pm Compline by Candlelight
Sunday 6th 11am Rogation Service in the churchyard, unless wet
Thursday 10th   Ascension Day

7.30pm Benefice Communion in Swaffham Prior
Sunday 13th No service in Bottisham

10am Benefice Communion in Lode
3pm Godparents Service in Swaffham Prior

Sunday 20th    Whit Sunday
8am Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)
11am Holy Communion

Sunday 27th No service in Bottisham
8am Holy Communion in Swaffham Prior
9.30am Children's Church in Lode
10am Benefice Morning Worship in Swaffham Bulbeck

Rogation was traditionally the time when there was a procession around the boundary
of the parish and the fields were blessed. We don't quite manage that, but there will be an
informal service in the churchyard in which, with soil, seeds and water, we shall ask for a
blessing on the harvest to come.

Benefice services are services shared by the five churches in the Anglesey Group
(Bottisham, Lode, Quy, Swaffham Bulbeck and Swaffham Prior). Details of these services
can also be found on the Bottisham pages of the Anglesey website
(angleseygroupparishes.co.uk). Any late changes in times or places of services will be
given there, along with details of any funerals or weddings in Holy Trinity.
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Swaffham Bulbeck Summer Theatre is proud to present a double bill of entertainment in 2018
- Gilbert & Sullivan's enduring operetta ‘H.M.S. Pinafore’ together with ‘Cox and Box’, a
one-act comic opera with libretto by F. C. Burnand and music by Sir Arthur Sullivan. This was
Sullivan's first successful comic opera.

As in previous years the productions will be staged in the wonderful 'Theatre in a Barn',
Downing Farm, Swaffham Bulbeck, Cambridge CB25 0NW; dates as follows:

• Wednesday 13th June 2018 at 7.30pm - £8
• Thursday 14th June 2018 at 7.30pm - £9
• Friday 15th June 2018 at 7.30pm - £10
• Saturday 16th June 2018 at 2.30pm - £7 and 7.30pm - £10.

Tickets are available via our website, www.sbsummertheatre.com or by e-mailing
sbst.tickets@gmail.com or telephoning 07541 554845.  For further information about the
show please contact Ruth Dennis on 01638 730659.

Swaffham Bulbeck Summer Theatre 
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TODAY I BELIEVE
When Tammy and I walked up the aisle of St. John’s Church, Harrogate on 30.11.02, newly

married, the music group sang a blessing over us:
“May the peace of the Lord Christ go with you, wherever He may send you.
May He guide you through the wilderness, protect you through the storm,
May he bring you home rejoicing at the wonders he has shown you.
May He bring you home rejoicing, once again into our doors.”

The blessing is from the morning prayer of the Northumbria Community, It is my testimony
that the peace of Jesus has gone with me and my family wherever He has sent us and whatever
we have been through. We have known His provision, His protection and His peace in all
circumstances and situations.

At the time of writing, the Brand family is reflecting on the third anniversary of when Grace,
now four and a half, was seriously ill. Grace lay lifeless for three days, her body riddled with
infection that no antibiotics could fight.  Following an operation to remove a large abscess from
the cavities behind her ear, Grace slowly improved.  

The more I learn from following Jesus, the more I experience and embrace the mysteries of
my faith, the grey areas, the times of searching. I believe Jesus says to me, ‘Don’t dwell on the
past or the future: trust me today, believe in me today, follow me today’.  As I tell people dealing
with crisis in their lives, so far Jesus has a 100% record of bringing you through the storms you
have, in the midst of this current storm, trust Him to bring you safely through again. 

I want to close with a Franciscan blessing we use at RENEW a lot. It is a radical blessing,
praying for transformation in our world as followers of Jesus live the life they were called to,
being the people they were created to be. What needs to change in us, that we might be the
change we want to see in the world?
“May God bless you with discomfort at easy answers, half -truths, and superficial relationships

so that you may live deep within your heart.
May God bless you with anger at injustice, oppression and exploitation of people, so that you
may wish for justice, freedom and peace.
May God bless you with enough foolishness to believe that you can make a difference in this
world, so that you can do what others claim cannot be done.”
You know where we are if you would like to join us on the journey, Rev. Alan Brand

RENEW Services for May 2018
We have activities for children and young people at all our RENEW morning services.
A crèche is available if required.  All are welcome.
Croissants and drinks are available before Morning Worship from 10.10 am.
Sunday 6th May. Morning Worship. 10.30am With Holy Communion.
(Bottisham Primary School)
Sunday 13th May. Morning Worship. 10.30am (at the School) Followed by shared lunch
Sunday 20th May.  Morning Worship. 10.30am (at the School)
Sunday 27th May.  Morning Worship. 10.30am (at the School)

For more information about any of the activities of RENEW Church please contact:
Rev. Alan Brand on C.812558.  Email: alan.brand@renewchurch.org.uk  

Or visit our website at  www.renewchurch.org.uk

RENEW Church
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SN Handyman Services
A friendly and reliable service for all 

your general home and garden maintenance. 

▶Painting & Decorating (interior/exterior) ▶Garden Maintenance ▶Tiling & Glass

Splashbacks ▶Gutters Cleared & Repaired ▶Power Washing Patios ▶Sealant

Replacement (bathroom/kitchen) ▶Curtain Poles & Blinds 

▶Flat Pack Furniture (assembly) ▶Shelf Fitting ▶Small Glazing 

▶Conservatory Cleaning ▶and more…!

Free estimates & advice given on all work
References available upon request.

P L E A S E  C A L L  
Steven Newton ▶07713 859712 ▶01223 813701
Bay Tree Cottage ▶74 High St ▶Swaffham Bulbeck
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BOTTISHAM BOWLING CLUB

20TH
ANNIVERSARY 
To celebrate our 20th year we are offering a 
FREE BOWLS SESSION at the Club. 

You are welcome to come along on the
following dates and have a go, all

equipment and tuition will be provided. 

Saturday 5th May (Open Day). 
Also  Saturdays  26th May,
6th June and 30th June, 

All at 2.00pm

If the dates are not suitable please call
any of the following members to arrange

an alternative. 

Keith Gibson 811049 
Jim Carswell 812857
Katy Rowe 813170 

Teresa Leeson 812113
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ANGLIA TREE CARE
LARGE ENOUGH TO COPE • SMALL ENOUGH TO CARE

80% OF OUR WORK IS VIA RECOMMENDATIONS
TREE SURGERY & FELLING • HEDGE MAINTENANCE

STUMP GRINDING • FULLY QUALIFIED
FULLY INSURED • 24/7 SERVICE
All work carried out to BS 3998

Free Estimates Given within 7 days

Tel. 01223 424454 • INFO@ANGLIATREECARE.CO.UK
M E M B E R
Guild of Master Craftsmen
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N.C.S.
BRUSH ELECTRIC SWEEP

ALL CHIMNEYS SWEPT
l BIRDS NESTS REMOVED
l OIL&GAS BOILERS
l SOLID FUEL, STOVES FITTED
l SMOKE PRESSURE TESTING
l INSECT MESH, POTS, COWLS
l FLUE LINERS SUPPLIED & FITTED
l BIRD GUARDS & TERMINAL FITTED
l GUTTERS CLEANED & REPAIRED
l GENERAL PLUMBING WORK

FOR FREE QUOTE CALL 
07824 727277 or 01638 662760

EMAIL
NCS.NEWMARKET@YAHOO.CO.UK

WEBSITE
www.ncsnewmarket.co.uk 

*Send text or e-mail for 10% discount
Answers within an hour. • Waiting time approx. 1-2 weeks

VERY CLEAN • Public liability insurance
- Competitive rates -
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Parish Notes
Thank you to those residents who came to our April meeting.  One resident was still

concerned as to the situation with the parking outside of the shops as this impacted on him
greatly as he lived in the vicinity.  We are hoping that the car park at the rear of the shops will
be improved enabling staff to be able to park their cars here and freeing up more space for
visitors but we are still waiting to hear.  Work has been delayed further on the traffic
improvements to the A1303 and although we expected this to start in March we have now been
advised that this will begin towards the end of April.  The works will be undertaken using
temporary traffic signals during the hours of 09.30-15.30 and is programmed to last 18 weeks.
There will be a road closure overnight later in the programme for some resurfacing.  This was
written about in the January Cresset and further information provided by the County Council
can be found on the Parish Council website by clicking on the scrolling news at the top.

Our District Councillor confirmed that the new waste contract has gone live and is now
known as ECDC Street scene.  Collection days will remain the same.  We continue to negotiate
with Anglian Learning over the licence for the Primary School Play Area as there are still some
queries regarding access and costs.

We have agreed to give a grant of £150 to the Football Club towards the purchase of a
defibrillator and also £1000 to the Women’s Institute who this year celebrate their 100th
Anniversary and will be having a summer fete for the village at the Primary School.  

After one of the wettest winters on record the water table has crept higher and higher and we
continue to monitor levels at the site on Lode Road which we intend to purchase for the use of
cemetery.  We may need to undertake some remedial work because of this such as raising the
level of the soil.  Once the water table has started to recede we will be able to contact the
Environment Agency for their views on the way forward.

A reminder that our Annual Parish Meeting will be on Wednesday 9th May, 7.30pm in the
Poppy Room at the Royal British Legion.  All residents are welcome to attend.  Parish Council
Chair Christine Bryant will be giving a short report on Parish Council activities and our County
Councillor and District Councillors will also be available to talk to.  Other speakers confirmed
are Sergeant Rabel from Cambridgeshire Constabulary and Mrs Rankine - Bottisham Village
College Principal.   Our usual May meeting is the night before on Tuesday 8th May. 

Copy deadline for next issue is 14 May.
Please send material to the editor at 

BottishamCresset@gmail.com
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M&P
LANDSCAPE AND DESIGN

Patios, Block Paving, Fencing,
Turfing and all Gardening needs.

References available on request.

Local tradesman • Free estimates

PLEASE CALL

01223 811144
MOB 07837358550

also
Classic Wedding Car Hire

White Citroen DS21

Have you

thought of

advertising

locally?

YOUR CUSTOMERS MAY BE
CLOSER THAN YOU THINK.
This space could be yours
at very reasonable rates,

both long term (cheaper) or
short

Email the Editor for details:
BottishamCresset@gmail.com 
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18/00283/VAR, 65 Beechwood Avenue, Variation of condition 1 and 3 of previously
approved16/00507/NL for two storey rear extension NEW APPLICATION

18/00185/FUL 48 High Street, Single storey rear extension and first floor side extension to
existing end of terrace house APPLICATION WITHDRAWN.  NEW APPLICATION
SUBMITTED AS BELOW

18/00298/FUL 48 High Street, Single storey and two storey rear extension including roof terrace
and first floor side extension, NEW APPLICATION

18/001941/FUL 16 Arber Close, Proposed new two storey dwelling, NEW APPLICATION
18/00158/FUL 187 High Street, Proposal for seven houses, NEW APPLICATION
17/01784/FUL Silver Edge Barn, Springhall Farm, Newmarket Rd, Convert existing out

building into 1 no. residential unit, APPLICATION APPROVED BY DISTRICT COUNCIL
18/00065/FUL 8 Maple Close, Proposed single storey rear extension and first floor side

extension, APPLICATION APPROVED BY DISTRICT COUNCIL
18/00183/FUL Cobblestones, 11 Tunbridge Close, Single storey front extension,

APPLICATION APPROVED BY DISTRICT COUNCIL
18/00165/FUL 18 Bell Road, Demolish conservatory, lean-to rear additions and garage.

Construct rear extension and internal alterations, APPLICATION APPROVED BY
DISTRICT COUNCIL

Planning Notes

The current Richard and Judy reading list books are now in the library ready for borrowing. The
Witchfinders Sister by Beth Underwood is recommended by some of our volunteers. 

We have books under the reading well scheme for people with long term conditions and there is
a leaflet in the Library suggesting titles to cover common symptoms including sleep problems,
fatigue pain and mental health.

We have recently had a large welcome donation of DVD’s which will be on sale at our book stall
at the Bottisham WI Centenary Village Fayre on Saturday 9th June. We will happily accept further
DVD’s when you are spring cleaning and also good quality books for this event too. 

A report from the recent NUT Easter conference warned that the closure of school libraries is
having a negative impact on the reading habits of children. At least that is something we do not have
to worry about in Bottisham with the new Library being built soon under the current
building programme.

It was also reported that there is a disturbing trend among children in reception and at nursery
school to “swipe” books in an attempt to turn pages as if they were mobile phones or I Pads!!!. How
times change. The NUT confirmed that in their view reading for pleasure is a skill for life and is
shown to be a powerful springboard for children’s engagement.

Bottisham Community Library Association
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POLITE, LOCAL BUSINESS EST. 25 YEARS
IS LOOKING TO BUY THE FOLLOWING:

• Furniture • Quality jewellery and Costume
jewellery • Collectables • China, glass, ceramics •
Old toys • Silver, silver plate, old copper & brass

• Militaria - uniforms, medals, weapons • Old tools
• Old garden ornaments • Anything considered

Polite & confidential service.  Good prices paid.
Please call: Steve Durrant 01638 507037 / 07740 591194

WANTED

ALAN R. COOPER 
BSc(Hons)Pod. M.Ch.S

Podiatrist/Chiropodist• Newmarket
(Est. RC Cooper SR Ch.1934)

Routine Chiropody & Home Visits
Ingrown Toenails by Local Analgesia 
& Footwarts by Cryosurgery (freezing)
Briomechanical Assessment + Orthosis
Instruments sterilised by Autoclave

TELEPHONE 01638 662840
4 Market St., Newmarket CB8 8EE

GERMAN
LANGUAGE
COACHING

Native German Speaker
Qualified Teacher

Coaching to GCSE level
Karin Hulme 812669
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Well, it does indeed matter to so many people locally as they try to get to school, work, hospital
appointments, shops or just for various pleasure trips.  It has become more difficult for many
people in the last few weeks and now there are more problems due to the timetable changes on
April 15th  to the 10/11/12.  

As I write this, I am awaiting a box of timetables from Stagecoach, which will be distributed
gradually to Bottisham P.O. and the local bus shelters on the High St. and the A1303.  I had
asked Stagecoach whether they could just send me a list of the various changed times so I
didn’t have to plough through every timetable.  Their reply was to send me their link to the 3
timetables.  As I went through them with in some cases every time changed, I realised why they
couldn’t just send me a little list!  I have found that some people still haven’t appreciated the
loss of the daytime 11 and are still thinking it has been delayed or broken down.  It is very
important now to check every time as you aim to catch a bus.  The 10 has been changed due
to the congestion in Newmarket and Cambridge – a few minutes difference in many cases but
late afternoon there are changes to the return times from Cambridge and also the times from
Newmarket have changed.  So do check.  There are just a few changes to the 11/12 timetables.  

They are available on the Stagecoach website and also on Suffolkonboard.com.  The
Cambridge News does, as usual, have peoples’ tales of woe.  One lady used to travel from
Hildersham to Bury early in the morning via Newmarket but it doesn’t work out now and she
will now drive.  She said that 30 people were affected on the day she last tried it.

Rail services are also in the news – Oxford to Cambridge, Cambridge to Brighton, St.
Pancras direct to Amsterdam with Eurostar.  Also the naming of the hoped for Cambridge
South station – should it be named after Stephen Hawking.  Are there any stations named after
people? Capital cities have Saints names.   Due to delays of 15 mins. or more in train services
some £73.6 million was reimbursed to customers across the UK in 2016/7 – the highest figure
since records began.  These were paid out by 16 train operators according to the Dept. of
Transport and more than a fifth were forked out by Govia Thameslink, the company running
the Thameslink, Southern and Great Northern franchises, slightly ahead of the Virgin train
companies. Network Rail also has to pay out compensation to rail companies for things such
as essential track upgrades or trespassing.  The Transport secretary would like the private sector
rather than Network Rail to fund a proposed 8-mile rail link between Heathrow airport and
London Waterloo. The estimated cost is up to £1.6 billion and the companies involved would
earn revenue through fees paid by train operators.  A private company called Heathrow
Southern Railway set up to promote the project says the line could be open by 2025.  There are
complaints that seven out of ten  ticket machines at railway stations still don’t tell passengers
when they could get a cheaper fare by moving the time of their journey.  This was supposed to
have been done by May 2017.  Self-driving trains have been used on London’s underground
Victoria Line for half a century and London’s Docklands Light railway is also driverless.  Now
the Thameslink service has been the first to introduce the first mainline driverless train in a
series of tests between London’s St. Pancras and Blackfriars stations.  Initially they will be
deployed in May next year with the number of services increasing to one every two to three
minutes by December - a frequency never before achieved on mainline railways in Britain.  It
will eventually be extended to London Bridge in December 2019 and create capacity for up to
60,000 more passengers in peak times.  

Public Transport Matters

continued on page 19
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We in the Cambridge area are very aware of the problems caused by congestion – delays and
pollution.  Anne Hildago, the Socialist mayor of Paris, is considering making public transport
free of charge.  Would this lead to a shortfall in revenue and a deteriorating service?  In Tallinn
registered residents of the capital may travel free and a profit is made from the service as a
share of their taxes goes towards transport.  The Paris mayor has commissioned a study into
the possibilities.  In Bonn the mayor says that no manufacturer is able to produce enough
electric buses to meet the demand for emission-free public transport and putting new diesel
buses on the streets is a non-starter.  Oxford is considering a system of gondolas as you might
see in ski resorts.  Perhaps there should be a mixed approach to limiting car numbers with park
and ride schemes, road tolls and low-emission zones and improving public transport so it goes
when and where we want it to!

There are regular rail travel programmes on the TV and newspapers try to tempt us to far-
flung places, e.g. India.  There are several companies offering escorted rail tours to this country
e.g. the Maharaja’s Express train which explores India’s Golden Triangle and has been
operating since 2010.  Your own butler and stunning views!  Three nights on board during an
eleven day tour costing £ 5,905 per person.  British tour companies offer rather cheaper rail
holidays in this country and Europe.  The Book People also has a selection of  books on
railways including Small Island by Little Train by Chris Arnot.  Newmarket library has rail as
well as bus timetables and also leaflets on travel by rail. 
Rail info: 03457 48 49 50  Traveline:  0871 200 22 33

Happy travelling! Paddy James

continued from page 17
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The Bottisham Village College Building Project encompasses extensive external works, a
new build extension and the refurbishment of the existing College. The works include the
construction of a two storey extension to the rear of the campus to provide a new state of
the art performance hall and dance studio, kitchen and dining area and twelve new
classroom spaces together with the associated staff workrooms. The building programme
also entails the extensive remodelling and refurbishment of areas of the existing College to
address needs for a growing intake, including widening of some original corridors and
providing further hard court play areas. Extensive landscaping and external works
alongside this include the relocation of the existing Red2Green community facility and
improvements in safeguarding/site security, staff parking, cycle storage, a dedicated bus
drop-off access/parking area and soft/hard landscaping. A very exciting part of the project
also includes the refurbishment and development of our current main hall into our school
and community library. We have been discussing ideas for this area with our community
library colleagues and we are very much looking forward to developing this space further
together in years to come.

Bottisham Village College

continued on page 23
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D.K.TILL & SON IN LAW
COAL AND SOLID FUEL MERCHANTS

Family run business for 40 years
Coal, Logs, Charcoal, Gas, Compost

TEL: David Till; 01223 232947 - Kevin Crisp; 07523044521 
Email: dktill@hotmail.co.uk
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Overall, the proposed design of the scheme is intended to serve and support the purpose,
ethos and Henry Morris vision of a community College in terms of quantity, type and
functionality of the provisions and architecturally in terms of the aesthetics and quality of
the spaces to be provided and how they identify the College within the wider community.

Between taking possession of the main construction site and starting construction work,
the team from Morgan Sindall poured 1600 cubic metres of concrete, (that’s 2800 tons!),
laid a 250mm diameter gas pipe from the main road to the site along with 2 new main power
cables and many service ducts. The design is based on the principle of retaining all rain
water on site and returning it to the ground through a series of very large soak away systems
buried in the playing fields. To achieve this 360 metres of trenches 1.2m wide by up to 3m
deep were dug for the soakaway crates.

The CLT (Cross Laminated Timber) structure which forms the main shape and space of
the building is now finished, the roof is on and the windows are in. A team of brick layers
have put a skin of brick work over a large part of the building, while another team of fitters
have started work putting cladding on the rest of the building. Over the last month or so the
structures that will support the final floor surfaces have been installed. These are a mixture
of cementatious screeds on the ground floor & specialist acoustic floating floors on the first
floor. The new acoustically rated internal walls are coming along well and teams of
plumbers and electricians have been beavering away installing the beginnings of the
infrastructure that will make the building live and breathe. If everything stays on target we
hope to be moving into the new building by the start of September and the new library by
the end of October 2018. All internal refurbishment will be completed by Easter 2019.

We will be holding a celebration of the school's 80th anniversary towards the end of
October 2018 to which all of our local community will be invited. This will be an
opportunity to walk around new facilities, look through our extensive archive, see a
specially commissioned film and performance from students which will include interviews
from our local community involved in the development of our amazing community college.

continued from page 21
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• Drains Unblocked Fast
• Toilets, Baths and Sinks
• Guttering and Downpipes
• Drain repairs and CCTV Surveys
• High Pressure Water Jetting
• Domestic and industrial
• All Work Guaranteed
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Bottisham & District Gardening Club

Claire Matthews made a very good presentation at our March meeting on The History of
Easton Lodge – the Countess and her Gardens.

There has been a house with large gardens on this site since the 1590’s owned by Henry
Maynard Secretary to Lord Burleigh and which served as a hunting lodge for Queen
Elizabeth. The family became very rich with interests in coal mining and brickworks but
sadly the house burned to the ground in 1847 but later rebuilt for £12000. Maynard died
without a son and heir and it passed to his 3year old granddaughter Daisy. She was a very
intelligent child, mastered several languages, was well educated and encouraged by her
stepfather to hunt. She inherited a large amount of money when she was 20 and Disraeli
suggested her as a wife to Prince Leopold, Queen Victoria’s son but they each said NO. She
married instead Lord Brooke who later became the Earl of Warwick and was very much part
of the Royal Social set. Think Downton Abbey. She had many lovers including the Prince
of Wales for 9 years but her true love was Jo Laycock with whom she had 2 children broke
her heart when he left her.

She was a great animal lover and rescued ponies and had rare breeds, even had elephants
and monkeys, a writer who wrote a biography of William Morris. She lived extravagantly
but eventually became involved with the socialist set even standing as a Labour MP and
then spent money on her tenants, providing schools for their children, soup kitchens and
encouraged youngsters to learn trades. Her annual income when she married was £7 million
per annum but she left nothing at her death. She died in 1938, her son was not interested in
taking on the house so it was leased to the War Office and the deer park became a runway
for the US Air Force stationed there. The house was pulled down in the 1950’s.

The forgotten gardens have been partially restored to their former glory by a team of
dedicated volunteers and the present owners of Warwick House. It was landscaped by
Harold Peto in 1902 with strong architectural features and includes a yew walk, a lime
avenue with a fully restored tree house and Japanese and walled gardens. Well worth a visit
and further information re opening times can be found on www.eastonlodge.co.uk.

Come and hear Polly Howatt tell us “Traditional Tales from the Misty Fens” on 22nd
May at 7.30pm in the Poppy Room at the Royal British Legion

Copy deadline for the next issue is 14 May. 
Please send material to the editor at BottishamCresset@gmail.com

Have you thought of advertising your business in The Cresset? 

Email the Editor for details: BottishamCresset@gmail.com 
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OvenPad
Cleaning Services

I will professionally & efficiently
clean ovens, ranges, Agas, 
ceramic hobs, extractors,

microwaves and BBQs.

It’s a dirty job, why
not give me a call?

Contact Paddy Kelly on
Tel: 01638 742703
Mob: 07752 631343
Email: info@ovenpad.com
Website: www.ovenpad.com



29

AIR AMBULANCE ON TV
Many will already have tuned-in to ‘More4’ on Sunday’s at 9pm recently to watch the

series on Air Ambulance operations across the Country. Included in this series is our own
East Anglian Air Ambulance. These programmes follow missions by each crew portraying
up-close insights into not only the crews’ amazing commitment but also the people who, for
one reason or another, need their timely intervention. Extraordinary people helping to save
the lives of people in all walks of life.

To help continue this priceless work please do continue to support us - by way of
contributions, the EAAA Lottery and, increasingly valuable, bequests in wills.  One in four
of our missions are now funded by gifts in wills - you too could help save a life.

If you would like to consider this last option please contact the Charity on 03450 669 999
– all calls dealt with in total confidence. 

EAAA have, since the year 2000, attended over 22,000 missions - 2039 helicopter
missions in 2017 each at an average cost of about £3,500 !  Many lives saved.

So, if you are near your TV next Sunday why not tune-in to More4 to see more of
EAAA and others. Also be sure to visit East Anglian Air Ambulance stand at Bottisham

Summer Fayre on Saturday 9th June - 2pm to 4:30pm.
Michael White

East Anglian Air Ambulance

Cambridgeshire Fire and Rescue Service (CFRS) has launched a new online interactive
learning site to promote fire and road Safety to young people, 7 to 11 year olds - Key Stage
Two, across the County. 

‘Sparkton’ is an online town that children can explore, play games and, importantly, learn
safety guidelines – there’s lots to do. It’s also a great way for them to learn more about the
Fire Service and what it does in the community. It can be accessed from school or home
across all devices and has been designed to help the next generation learn about fire and road
safety in a safe environment. Keeping people safe from fire and other emergencies is
fundamental to everything that CFRS does - engaging with young people is an important part
of that. “We already work with young people in schools and through our Firebreak courses,
so this new online resource is a great addition for us”. 

Help your children/grandchildren by logging-on to: cambsfire.gov.uk/games/sparkton 
And, please don’t forget to test your smoke alarms regularly - they may just save a life!                                                        

Michael White

For the latest news, incidents and safety advice, or to contact us, log on to www.cambsfire.gov.uk. Sign
up to email alerts and find us on Twitter, Instagram, YouTube and Facebook.
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News from Bottisham Medical Practice
Patients’ Group

Change over Prescribing Drugs: The Clinical Commissioning Group have decided which
medicines that are readily available over the counter in pharmacies and other stores will
no longer be prescribed on the NHS.  Any complaints over this issue will need to be
made in writing to the Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Clinical Commissioning Group
at Lockton House, Clarendon Road, Cambridge, CB2 8SH.

Dispensary: Please continue to support the Practice and use our dispensary.  The pharmacy
is not an NHS facility.

On Line Appointments: The Practice is keen for patients to use this service more as it is
penalised if insufficient use is made of it.

Home Visits and Transport Issues: If a request for a home visit is due to lack of transport then
please request help from the Patients Car Service through reception.   Several patients can
be seen at the surgery in the time it takes for a GP to make just one home visit. 

Dementia Talk: There is to be a talk by Dr Stubbs of Alzheimers Research at Great
Wilbraham Memorial Hall on Tuesday 8 May 7.30pm to 8.30pm, including practical
ways to help.  No booking required.

Bottisham Patients’ Group: The Patients’ Group would be delighted to hear from you –
please see the notice board in the waiting room for details, speak to the receptionist or
look at the practice website for further information.  We would welcome help with
running the group.  Look out for us at the Bottisham WI Fete on 9 June and Lode Fete
on 17 June.

Walks for Health:  The next walks with our accredited walk leader Steve Gilson start at
11.00 am from the surgery car park on 11 and 23 May, 8 and 20 June 2018.  Do join Steve
for a walk he would be delighted to see you.  Anglesey Abbey walks continue on
Thursdays at 10am from the reception area.

Next Meeting: Next meeting will be Thursday 24 May 2018 at 6.30pm at the surgery.

Bottisham Patients’ Group 

IF YOU HAVE ANYTHING TO SELL OR WANT TO BUY OR EVEN TO SWAP, THEN
THIS PAGE IS YOURS TO USE. Send details of Item, price and landline Phone Number
to BottishamCresset@gmail.com. Max. 5 Items. Entries by 12th of the month for next
months issue.

DESCRIPTION PRICE TEL

Wooden Camping Trailer with Cover & Spare Wheel  £125 812080

Sales, Wants and Swaps



32

The Royal British Legion Social Club

WHAT’S ON THIS MONTH AT 
THE LEGION SOCIAL CLUB

The Royal British Legion, Bottisham & District Branch,
31 Downing Close, Bottisham, Cambridge CB25 9DD

Tel. 01223 812063   www.britishlegion.org.uk/branches/bottisham

Line Dancing every Wednesday (except the first Wednesday in the month.)
Bingo every 1st and 3rd Sunday.

Member’s draw, Meat draw and Play you cards right every Friday
OPENING TIMES Mon-Thurs 5-11pm : Fri 5-12pm : Sat-11.45-12pm : Sun 12.-11pm

Don't Forget The Regular Activities For You To Join In And Enjoy
Darts / Pool / Snooker / Billiards / Cribbage / Dominoes / Bar billiards
Also Hall and Poppy Lounge room hire available for all your functions

********Come and make use of the Club Facilities
Dart boards, pool table, bar billiards, two snooker tables 

and of course competitive bar prices.
Wednesday evening, free pool, bar billiards and snooker.

New members welcome and member’s guests, 
who must be signed in and £1 fee paid.

********
COMING UP.

Saturday 5th May. 
SENIOR CITIZENS PARTY WITH MUSIC PROVIDED BY THE

MEAN EYED CATS
FISH AND CHIP SUPPER. 

Members over 60 and their partners welcome.
********Saturday 28th July. 

LIVE MUSIC WITH THE LEGIONNAIRES FROM 8.00 PM.  
Entrance £5 members and £8 non members. Come and support a local band.

********Friday 14th September. 
THE BEER & GIN FESTIVAL BEGINS. 

Come and sample some Real Ales and different Gins at the CAMRA club of the year.
********

We look forward to seeing you.
********
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At our February meeting Hazel Williams MBE came to talk to us about how she came to be awarded
the MBE and the day she collected it from Buckingham Palace.  Hazel told us of how it was a great
surprise when she received the letter informing her she had been awarded the MBE for her services
to the local community.  To highlight Hazel’s steadfast commitment she was a founder member in
setting up the Burwell Day Centre, and has continued with her dedicated support since.  As well as
being a parish councillor and member of local government Hazel is involved with far too many
charitable and local organisations.    We all listened with great interest as she talked us through the
events of the day she went to Buckingham Palace to receive the award from Prince Charles.  One
of the things she found most interesting was meeting fellow award recipients and their steadfast
commitment to working many years, to benefit others less.  We also learnt about the etiquette for
when, where and how your metal should be worn.  At the end of her talk we congratulated Hazel on
her being elected or MU Diocesan President for the next triennium.

In March we held our spring social meeting, and bring and buy.  Members enjoyed playing a form
of Kim’s game based on our theme for the year ‘In Mary Sumner’s Footsteps’.  Focusing on the
work of our founder, and how we as members today carry on the work she started in 1876.

Our guest speaker in May will be Barry Griffiths, Communications and Communities Officer for
Jimmy’s Cambridge.  You are most welcome to come and join us on Thursday 17th May in Lode
Chapel at 2.30pm.

There will be no meeting in June as members will be going on an outing to Ely Cathedral
Flower Festival.

Ann Langran

Anglesey Group Mothers Union

Copy deadline for next issue is 14 May.
Please send material to the editor at BottishamCresset@gmail.com



34



35

Bottisham WI
Our Annual Meeting in March was quite short covering reports of all we have done in the
past year and confirming that the present committee and officers would continue for another
year – our centenary year. Our secretary Jenn White has given notice that she will be
retiring next March. She has been on the committee as an officer since 1982 so it is only
fair that she should be able to have a rest. Best Wishes were sent to our Chairman Sandra
Clark who is recovering from a recent knee operation.

Andrea Chupacova the Fund-Raising Manager for Maggie’s Centre at Addenbrookes
showed slides and explained how this charity provides free practical, emotional and social
support to people with cancer and their family and friends. Whilst they have professionals
who can help in many ways, doctors, counsellors and benefits officers with an appointment
system it is also a drop-in centre. Trained volunteers will provide tea and cake and a friendly
ear and patients visiting the main hospital day centre can come there while waiting for their
tests to be processed. They work in conjunction with other charities, Teenage Cancer Trust
and McMillan and explain in further detail and supplement the advice given by GP’s and
hospital consultants. A very worthwhile Charity who have benefitted many both here and
abroad in similar centres.

We held a lunch in the Poppy Room for 28 members earlier in the month for members
and friends who enjoyed delicious soup and puddings. Our darts team have returned to
winning ways and our walking group have been to Milton and Wandlebury Country Parks.

We have held a preliminary meeting of representatives from Clubs, Groups and
individuals taking part in the Special Community WI Centenary event we have planned for
9th June at Bottisham Primary School. There is space available for others wishing to have
a space - remember any funds you make you keep.

Our next meeting will be on 15th May when Mike Francis will be speaking about
Senior Fraud Protection. This should be interesting and relevant to current issues.

Visitors are most welcome to come to the meeting at Queens Court which starts at 7.30.
Sylvia Overton 

Copy deadline for the next issue is 14 May. 
Please send material to the editor at BottishamCresset@gmail.com

Have you thought of advertising your business in The Cresset? 

Email the Editor for details: BottishamCresset@gmail.com 
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Carpentry Services

TONY MARTIN
Over 30 years experience

Any carpentry jobs
undertaken — BIG or small

Call Tony 
for a free estimate
Tel: 01223 812786

(Bottisham)
Mobile: 07767475987Tel: 01223 813279 

Mobile 07711 578687
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codge.com
info@codge.com

01449 675 548
Design & Origination • Website Design & Maintenance • Email Marketing • Digital Publishing 
• Logo Creation • Cartoons & Illustrations • Theatrical, Product Photography & Retouching •
Business Stationery • Promotional Flyers & Posters • Newsletters & Magazines • Programs &
Catalogues • Books & Brochures • Calendars • Reports • Signage, Displays & Banners •
Personal & Wedding Stationery • Mac Training

“Successful entrepreneurs are
givers and not takers of
positive energy. ANONYMOUS
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1st Bottisham Scout Group
Hiring Service

Bottisham Scout Headquarters is available for hire for 
children’s parties, dance lessons, meetings, keep-fit, 
jumble sales, drama, music practice sessions etc.

For hall hire contact Adam Paul 
adampaul@btopenworld.com • 01223 813531 • MOB 07841 930065

We also have a trailer and a trailer tent available for hire.
For equipment hire contact Peter Terry: 812684 

PREMIER INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT SERVICES LTD

INDEPENDENT INVESTMENT ADVISERS Authorised &
Regulated by the Financial Conducts Authority

Specialist in Isa’s & Isa Transfer’s 
Investment Planning & Portfolio Management

To arrange a free consultation ring 01223-882422 or email
pims@globalnet.co.uk or visit www.pims-uk.com
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Tax treatment is based on individual circumstances 
and may be subject to change in the future
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G & LANDSCAPING

All Driveways & Block Paving
Site & Garden Clearance
Driveway Cleaning & Sealing
Fencing, Trellis Work & Decking

Patios & Paths
Turfing & Seeding
Concrete Crushing
Grab Hire & Digger Hire

AWARD
WINNING
DRIVEWAY
INSTALLERS

FREE 
Estimates & 
Advice

OFFICE: 01638 721 893  | SITE: 07789 261 266
amsbuildingandlandscaping.co.uk
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Contact Michele:
07765 791227
01638 508337

info@pettime-petcare.co.uk
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It is with some sadness, I’m going to start this month with a tribute to mark the passing of a dear
friend who was well known in the Bottisham area.  Ron Taylor – known to many of us as simply
Ronaldo – was a one-off.  A quiet, intelligent man, possessor of an endearing mix of shyness and
courage, Ron died peacefully in the Arthur Rank Hospice at the beginning of April after a brave
battle with cancer, but he leaves his family and friends with a wealth of happy memories that
will endure for all our lifetimes.  Ron was a cricketer of some local renown and used to open the
bowling for Wilbraham until a few years ago.  Since then his sporting activities mainly involved
supporting Arsenal, travelling with the gang to watch England in all corners of the world, and
playing snooker and cards at the Legion.  He loved his beer too, and remained (more or less!)
coherent on a number of occasions when your scribe was, er - replete!  My favourite memories
of Ronaldo are too numerous to mention but I will recount a little story which is close to the
hearts of all who spent time with him on European adventures...

A group of 12 of us were in St Omer on a day trip during the France 98 World Cup and
decided to stay in a bar on the market square to watch a match on TV.  After a couple of beers,
thoughts began to turn towards food, and Ron, being the educated gentleman he was,
volunteered to order some pomme frites.  Now we had a meal planned for later, so only wanted
a couple of bowls of chips for everyone to share.  This confused the waiter somewhat and Ron
painstakingly explained in his best French that a modest portion was all that was required.
Finally, the light dawned on the waiter and, as he turned away, Ron sealed the deal with an
inspired, sweeping gesture and clarified: “...pour tout le monde”.  A fresh look of understanding
came over the waiter and we were slightly bewildered as he rushed out of the front door.  15
minutes later he returned from the chip shop next door with 12 individually wrapped portions
and plonked them triumphantly in front of us!  We didn’t have the heart to refuse so we forced
down both the ‘snack’ and the late lunch before waddling home in fits of giggles!  Only Ron..!
RIP my friend, we will all miss you.

A couple of other deaths in April served to remind us of the tenuous hold on life that we
enjoy...  footballer Ray Wilkins – another true gentleman of sport was struck down with a heart
attack and, while we were still rebounding from the shock, former darts world champion Eric
Bristow suffered the same fate; both men in their early 60s... it makes you think, eh?  Thank you
for the pleasure you gave us, gents.  RIP both.

Even more tragic, if I may say that, was the death of Belgian cyclist Michael Goolaerts who
suffered a cardiac arrest whilst competing in the one-day classic Paris-Roubaix race.  It’s one
thing, giving all you’ve got for your sport, but it’s a cruel trick of nature for a body to let down
a competitor who is at the top of his game.  It’s good that the race continued though, in my
humble opinion; everyone accepts that no sport is entirely risk free and – whilst it may be no
comfort for someone’s loved ones – by and large the positives will always outweigh those risks.
As Lizzie Yarnold observed after her Winter Olympic gold medal the other day, “The pain (of
competing) is a privilege!”  Anyway, the race itself was won by Peter Sagan, the irrepressible
Slovakian showman, whose triumph, whilst wearing the rainbow World Champion’s jersey,
cements his place in cycling history as one of THE great champions.  As always, in cycling, one
hopes he’s free of chemical assistance (there’s no reason to suppose he’s not)!

Thoughts of a Sports Nut

(Sports Nut continued on page 49
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12 High Street Bottisham Cambridge CB25 9DA
Tel: 01223 811281 PO Tel: 01223 812863 

Shop opening: 5.30am-8pm 7 days
Post Office: 9am-5.30pm Sat 9am-12.30pm

Your All-in-One Shop
Groceries, chilled & frozen food, delicatessen, confectionery, off-licence,

haberdashery, household, healthcare, stationery and greeting cards. 
Free local delivery of grocery orders 

TV licence, Top-ups, elec/gas keys/tokens, money transfer, phone cards, congestion charges.
Newsagency with home delivery to Bottisham, Lode, Longmeadow, Quy, 
Six Mile Bottom and Swaffham Bulbeck. Dry Cleaning & Floral Service

FREE TO USE ATM MACHINE
Vehicle Licences • Personal Banking • Foreign Exchange 

Phone Cards & Mobile Top-Ups • On-line Lottery.
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Staying with cycling for a moment, the Sky/Wiggins story rumbles on, although thankfully,
by now, it’s tired enough to be off the front and back pages.  How on earth the odious Damian
Collins and his unelected Digital, Culture, Media and Sport Committee can gain support for
calling Sky’s behavior unethical whilst acknowledging that they had broken no rules, is
completely beyond me!  All I can say is that, as with any ‘news’ or ‘revelations’ these days, have
a look at who is doing the talking and consider what they might have to gain before making
judgements...

There were no such doubts about the Australian ball tampering scandal, of course.  Messrs
Bancroft, Smith, Warner and Lehmann were caught (pun intended!) red-handed and red-faced
in failing to gain an unfair advantage in the recent test series in South Africa.  I am baffled as to
how they thought they would get away with it considering the saturation TV coverage of every
moment of big events nowadays, and they have rightly paid the price in broken careers, but there
were two main things that bothered me…  One was the way the holier-than-thou brigade jumped
on the bandwagon, condemning the Aussies’ actions as if butter wouldn’t melt in their mouths
(or perhaps in their hands?!).  This prompted a more honest approach from Freddie Flintoff who
talked openly about people in glass houses... remember Michael Atherton’s pocketful of dust in
1994?  And more seriously, the other thing is that it calls into question the validity of Australia’s
recent thumping of England in the Ashes series when their bowlers were consistently able to
reverse-swing the ball whilst England’s opening pair, with over 900 test wickets between them,
came up relatively empty handed!  Anyway, it’s history now, but nevertheless amusing to see
that the Aussie ‘hard man’ image is tarnished forever!   Crying like babies in front of the world’s
press..?  Please!

I’d like to finish on an upbeat note, so I thought I’d mention the England football team’s
recent solid performances in friendlies, firstly v. Holland in Amsterdam, then at Wembley v.
Italy.  (Let’s not talk about Italy’s absurd VAR penalty equalizer!)  However, we still have no
idea what Gareth Southgate’s first choice XI would be for the upcoming World Cup and we
seriously wonder if he has!  (I plan to ask him in person at a travelling supporters’ forum at the
end of April.)  I just hope that, whoever he selects, we are still able to travel to Russia and enjoy
the tournament regardless of Trump and Putin’s infantile posturing over Syria.

TTFN Gerry Daish

(Sports Nut continued.)

Have you thought of

advertising locally?

YOUR CUSTOMERS MAY BE CLOSER THAN YOU THINK.
This space could be yours at very reasonable rates,

both long term (cheaper) or short
Email the Editor for details: BottishamCresset@gmail.com 
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Chiropody 
In your own home 

 
Save £5 

   off your  irst treatment  
   

 
Call   07905 267114  for an appointment 

 
Daniel Harris  BSc Hons MChS 

Fully quali ied and Registered with Health Care Professions Council 
 
 

when you present this advert.
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Self catering cottage also available
at Swaffham Prior.

The cost is £12 per couple, which includes interval tea/coffee. You are
welcome to bring along your own refreshments. There is ample parking on
site. For further information please contact: Frank and Sue Hancocks,
01638 741159 or check out our website: www.letsdanceclub.org.uk
*Let’s Dance Club is a “not for profit” organisation established to provide dances for the community.

LET’S DANCE
Come and join us dancing on Saturday evenings in the Main Hall at
Bottisham Village College.We will have music for Ballroom, Latin American
and popular Sequence dancing.

Dates:  
May 12th (Masked Ball)
Time: 7.30pm to 10.30pm.
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Rebecca Golding
now has her new salon

in Burwell
Tues 30 Years’ 

9.30am-8pm Experience
Thurs All aspects of 

9.30am-8pm Hairdressing

Tel. 07742 997474
Free Parking at
67 Silver Street 

Burwell, CB25 0EF
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CONFESSION!
Yes, I must now confess to my last JOW article being an ‘April Fool’ and hope you will

have seen through my mischievous jape. Apologies, if they are due, to anyone who hasn’t
appreciated my impish humour and especially to our diligent ‘Posties’ if they’ve been faced
with some awkward questions.

I’ve received a goodly number of agreeable comments and I await anxiously to see what,
if anything, has been sent in to the Editor. Indeed he may even have commented in his
editorial on his reaction to the piece. Two responses I had clearly saw the whole idea as being
very plausible for which I’m overly flattered and I’m happy to explore the potential of my
musings further. But seriously, if that’s at all possible, how many spotted that each progressive
paragraph began firstly with an A then a P then an R, etc.? And of course the little quote at the
end should have confirmed any suspicions. I also wonder how many, me included, know the
origins of the ‘April Fool’? Not many I guess and so for our benefit I have set about trying to
find out about the origins of a very foolish day…. 

April Fools' Day, sometimes called All Fools' Day, is considered by most as one of the most
light-hearted days of the year. Its origins are however uncertain. Some see it as a celebration
related to the turn of the seasons, while others believe it stems from the adoption of a new
calendar. But there are various other stories surrounding the origin of April Fool Day and it’s
hard to be completely certain about the truth. One popular tale dates the tradition to 1564,
when France formally changed its calendar to the modern Gregorian version, and thereby
moved the celebration of the New Year from the last week of March to 1 January. In this
version of events, those who continued to celebrate the end of New Year's Week on 1 April
were derided as fools.

There’re multiple other stories including a British legend, which places the festival's origin
in the Nottinghamshire town of Gotham. The story goes that in the 13th century the town's
residents heard that King John could claim any road on which he stepped as his property, and
so they accordingly refused the monarch entry. When his soldiers arrived to force their way
in the residents of Gotham pretended to be lunatics, and King John decided that their madness
meant that the punishment that would have otherwise been meted out would be inappropriate.
According to this story, April Fool Day celebrates their sneakiness. It’s also unknown exactly
why the tradition expires at noon but the source of the deadline might be the 17th century's
well-named ‘Shig-Shag day’, when celebrants put oak sprigs in their hats to show loyalty to
the monarchy, in reference to Charles II's hiding in an oak tree. Those who failed to observe
the custom could only be ridiculed until midday.

So, having enlightened you, and indeed myself, I’m now for a brief moment going to tread
on Sports Nut’s turf apropos ‘Cricket’. No not ball tampering, or as some would rather call it
‘cheating’, but the doleful performance of the English test side whilst down under in the
Antipodes. Being an ardent lover and supporter of the ‘traditional’ game, centring on county
cricket and test cricket, I personally point the woeful finger of blame at ‘White Ball’ and ‘Pink

Jolley Old World

(Jolley Old World continued on page 55)
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JEFFREY D. WICK
PAINTER / DECORATOR
INTERIOR / EXTERIOR

30 YEARS EXPERIENCE
FREE ESTIMATES
OAP Discount

Reliable & Professional service

Phone: 01223 813762
Mobile: 07788 165676

11 Heath Road
Swaffham Bulbeck

Cambridge
CB25 0LS
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(Jolley Old World continued from page 53)

Ball’ cricket - otherwise known as T20 and ODI. In test and county cricket the aim is for the
bowler to psych the batsman into playing a poor shot which either leads to the ‘red’ ball hitting
the stumps or him hitting out to a strategically placed field resulting in a dismissal. The role
of the batsman however, is to frustrate the fielding side, especially the bowler, by defending
his wicket and scoring against the poor deliveries through the gaps left in the field. It’s
therefore very unlikely that the brawn of an ODI batsman or the power hitting of a T20
batsman would instil the essential perspicacity needed for test cricket. Isn’t it then worthy of
note that the England ‘test series’ players used in the ODIs and T20s did much better! One
man and two masters just doesn’t work...

JOW
“You can always tell a real friend: 
when you've made a fool of yourself he doesn't feel you've 
done a permanent job.” 

Laurence J. Peter - Canadian educator and formulator of the Peter Principle.    

INVITATION TO THE RESIDENTS OF
BOTTISHAM
______________

ANNUAL MEETING OF
BOTTISHAM PARISH COUNCIL

WEDNESDAY 9th MAY 2018, 7.30PM - POPPY ROOM,
ROYAL BRITISH LEGION

______________

If you have any items which you wish to be put on the agenda
please contact the clerk by Monday 30th April

Claire Fullwood - tel: 07914 219732    clerk@bottishampc.co.uk
ALL WELCOME
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I am sitting down to write this article on a beautiful sunny afternoon. Yet the brightness of the day
belies the darkness and precariousness of the world at this moment in time.

Our country currently has a strained relationship with Russia over the use of chemical nerve
agents on UK soil so there is tension in the air. In addition we have just engaged, with the United
States and France, in military action in Syria following the apparent use of chemical weapons there.  

The world is a complex place with many different views and many different voices. Finding the
right, or perhaps more accurately the best, course of action is very difficult. Which view is the
correct one? Which voices and what information should be used to inform our response. From
history we know that lack of action allows atrocities to gather momentum so that evil behaviour
becomes stronger and can spread further. However we also know from history that hasty
interventions can result in further suffering and can unleash hidden consequences, which root
themselves in generations yet to come. The world is a beautiful and productive place but it can also
be a dangerous, painful and confusing place for many of its inhabitants.

I cannot answer the questions I have raised but Christians have a resource that is of utmost
importance in our complex and broken world.  Christians (and people of other faiths too) are able
to pray and to take to God the complex dilemmas that the world faces. In prayer we seek the
guidance of the one who loves each person that contributes to the complicated situations the world
faces. Yet God has the greatest concern for those who are poor and suffering. When we bring the
struggles of the world to God in prayer we are powerfully reminded that however we feel about the
players on the world stage we are speaking with one who values them as he values us. God’s desire
is that we all turn our attention to the poorest and most vulnerable people in the world who reap the
consequences of our pride and love of power and the wrong choices and decisions that others make.
Prayer changes the attitude of the one praying and opens up new perspectives. Prayer challenges the
way we look at the world and each other. 

In the time between Ascension Day 10th May and Pentecost 20th May there is a national time of
prayer called Thy Kingdom Come. This is an opportunity for Christians (and others) to pray for our
nation and for the world. It is a time to deepen our understanding of prayer and our practice of
prayer. We can learn from one another and encourage each other as we hold the needs of the world
in our hearts. It would be wonderful to welcome anyone who would like to join us as we pray for
God’s kingdom to come. 
Let us pray for the peace of the world.

With best wishes, Sue

May 10th Ascension Day Service 7.30 pm 
St Cyriac and St Julitta, Swaffham Prior with music from Cambridge Voices.

Prayer evenings: 
Tuesday May 15th 7.30pm St Mary’s, Swaffham Bulbeck.
Thursday May 17th 7.30pm St James, Lode
Friday May 18th 7.30pm St Mary’s, Swaffham Prior
Saturday May 19th 7.30pm Holy Trinity, Bottisham

Rev. Sue Giles writes
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REFLEXOLOGY
F o r  H e a l t h  a n d  V i t a l i t y

Reflexology has been 
an effective treatment for:

Migraine • Back Pain • Infertility • Arthritis 
• Sleep Disorders • Hormonal Disorders (Including
PMT) • Sports Injuries • Digestive Disorders •

Relaxation • Stress Related Conditions
(exams,work,home,life) • Little people in nappies!
(BabyFlex) • Men and Women, young and old.

Jennie A Fatibene MAR MBFVEA

Tel: 01223 811045 

**Gift vouchers available**
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HARRISONS OF BURWELL LTD

Clarence House, 7 Ness Road, Burwell, Cambs CB25 0AA
Telephone: Newmarket 01638 742873 - Mobile 07932 773515

email: harrisonsofburwell@gmail.com
Gas Safe Registered
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6262

Friday - Closed
Saturday 12.00 – 3.30pm

Sunday - Closed

(Appointment only at other times
and Please Check Website

For Changes in School Holidays)
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BOTTISHAM COMMUNITY
LIBRARY ASSOCIATION

LIBRARY OPENING HOURS
Monday Closed
Tuesday 3-5pm and 6-8pm
Wednesday 10-11.30am
Thursday 3-5pm
Friday 6-8pm
Saturday 10am-12noon

Working in Partnership with the
County Library Service.

Bottisham Parish Council
CHAIR 
CHRISTINE BRYANT

PARISH COUNCILLORS
MIKE BACON
HILDA BUCHANAN
MARIA DICKSON
LINO DI LORENZO
NICK JERMAN
TONY JOLLEY
ROMAN MACZKIEWICZ
STEVEN O’DELL
JON OGBORN
CLAIRE WALTON

DISTRICT COUNCILLOR
ALAN SHARP
DAVID CHAPLIN

COUNTY COUNCILLOR
MATHEW SHUTER

PARISH CLERK
CLAIRE FULLWOOD
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Useful Information
Bottisham Website: ..................................................................................WWW.BOTTISHAMPC.CO.UK
Holy Trinity Church: Revd Sue Giles...............................................................................................812726
Roman Catholic Priest: Monsignor Eugène Harkness. Parish of St Philip Howard ............01223 211235
RE:NEW/Lode Chapel: Rev. Alan Brand..............................................................................01223 812558
Bottisham Surgery: ..............................................................................................................................................................

Enquiries and Appointments ...........................................................................................................810030
Out of Hours only - Urgentcare Cambridge..........................................................................................111

Bottisham Library: ............................................................................................................................812354
Library hours: Monday Closed; Tuesday 3-5pm and 6-8pm; Wednesday 10-11.30am

Thursday 3-5pm; Friday 6-8pm; Saturday 10am-12noon
Cambridgeshire Police HQ: ...................................................................................................01480 456111
Cambridgeshire Police: ................(NON-URGENT MATTERS) ring 101 - In EMERGENCIES ring 999

Police community support officer Ian Hawkins PCSO 7274 at Ely Police Station ..Contact through 101 
1st Bottisham Rainbows/1st Bottisham Brownies: Kay Pearce......................................................811055
Bottisham & District Gardening Club: Secretary: Tricia McLaughlin...........................................811072
Bottisham Bowling Club: Keith Gibson, Secretary ..........................................................................811049
Bottisham Carpet Bowls Club: Nora Watson ..................................................................................812121
Bottisham Community Primary School: .........................................................................................811235
Bottisham Cricket Club: Martin Wilson................................................................................07768 031979

Chairman: Will Allen ....................................................................07801 580604
Bottisham Local Charities Trustees: Clerk - Coral Hatley..............................................................811457
Bottisham Pharmacy: ........................................................................................................................812321
Bottisham Pool Association: Manager - Jason Rye...........................................................................811121
Bottisham Royal British Legion Club: Secretary - Suzy Woolley ..................................................812063

Branch Chairman: Dave Frost .......................................... www.britishlegion.org.uk/branches/bottisham
Bottisham Scout Group: Group Contact: Linda Jones .....................................................................813040
Bottisham Sports Association: Graham Barker ................................................................................812087
Bottisham Village College, School:...................................................................................................811250

Evening Classes, Clubs and Youth Club Information.....................................................................811372
Bottisham W.I.: Secretary - Jenn White • mrandjw@btinternet.com ...............................................811600 
Bottisham Youth Football Club: Jim Tideswell ...............................................................................812591
Cambridgeshire County Councillor: Mathew Shuter...........................................................01638 508729
East Cambridgeshire District Offices: ..................................................................................01353 665555
East Cambridgeshire District Councillors: Alan Sharp, 11 High St, Stetchworth  ......................01638 507485

David Chaplin, Tunbridge Hall, 60 Tunbridge Lane
Girlguiding Bottisham District: Cambs East County office • www.cambseastguides.org.uk ........01223 813917
Parish Council Chairman: Christine Bryant ....................................................................................811767
Parish Council Clerk: Claire Fullwood .................................................................................07914 219732
Queen’s Court Day Centre: ..............................................................................................................811905
MP for Cambs South East Constituency: 

Lucy Frazer, House of Commons, London SW1A 0AA...............................................................................
E. lucy.frazer.mp@parliament.uk W. www.lucyfrazer.org.uk

Cambridgeshire Trading Standards Helpdesk: ...................................................................0845 3030666
Saplings Playgroup Playhut:.............................................................................................................813226
Milton Road Tip: Apr to Sept - Weekdays 9.00am-8.00pm: Weekends 9.00am-6.00pm.................860674

Oct to Mar - 9.00am-4.00pm
CRESSET Editor: .............................................................................................email: BottishamCresset@gmail.com
Treasurer, Advertising rates and payment: Rhona Walker, 94 High Street, Bottisham...........................811402
Distribution: Ian & Helen Cole ................................................................................................................................812573
Design/Artwork: ONG (Old Newton Graphics) • www.codge.com ..................................................01449 675548

The Cresset: While every effort is made to ensure accuracy we cannot accept liability for any mistakes
or misprints.The views of, or any opinions expressed, are not those of the EDITOR. The Editor cannot
accept any responsibility for statements made in advertisements.






